Father and Son - John and William Bartram, Botanists

John Bartram
[image: http://explorepahistory.com/kora/files/1/2/1-2-1B2F-25-ExplorePAHistory-a0m3t6-a_349.jpg]John Bartram was born in 1699, in Darby, Pennsylvania. His parents were Quakers who died when he was young. From the age of ten he described a fascination with plants, but he would only much later be able to learn all their botanical names. Bartram was mainly self-taught since he faced many financial and family difficulties in his early life. At the age of 17 he inherited a farm from his uncle and he became a very dedicated farmer.
 
He was fascinated by the structure, use and medicinal properties of plants and became well respected in his community by using herbal medicines to treat people who were too poor or ill to travel to Philadelphia to see a doctor.  
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His first explorations into botany happened around the time of his first wife’s death from an epidemic. The following year he bought seven acres of land three miles from Philadelphia and began his famous botanical garden, believed to be the first in America. 

In 1732 he was asked by Peter Collinson, a fellow Quaker and botanist from London, to collect new plant specimens for shipment to England. The relationship was mutually beneficial. Bartram worked hard and carefully, becoming known as “the greatest natural botanist in the world”. Collinson paid well and gave John Bartram valuable advice, books and many new customers including Dukes, Queens and famous explorers. Bartram and Collinson never met but they would remain close pen pals until Collinson died 36 years later. 

John Bartram made many trips throughout rural Pennsylvania and New York with his son William. In 1765 he was appointed as botanist to King George III in 1765 and the funding he earned from this allowed him and his son to make the collecting expedition to the Floridas that he’d long dreamt of. 

As his fame grew, John Bartram became friends with some of the most important scientists of the time, including Benjamin Franklin with whom he would establish the American Philosophical Society in 1743. Franklin also persuaded Bartram to write a natural history of the New World detailing all plants and vegetables he’d come across. 

John Bartram died in 1777 during the American War of Independence. Some argued his death was brought on by his concern for the safety of his botanical garden from the advancing British army. As well as conducting the first hybridizing experiments in America, John Bartram’s legacy can be seen in non-indigenous plants all over Europe. It is estimated that John Bartram was responsible for the introduction of between 150 to 200 new American plant species into Europe, from his first seeds sent to Peter Collinson in 1734, right up until his death in 1777. 

William Bartram
[image: http://www.chattoogariver.org/content/quarterly/Su2009/images/Bartram_William.jpg]William like his father was a traveller and naturalist, although having had a proper education he was a far better writer than John Bartram. During the 400-mile Floridas expedition that he took with his father his talent for drawing also emerged. His sketches of plants and animals impressed the famous English botanist, Dr. John Fothergill who financed an exploration of the south-eastern part of the United States. 

In 1791 he published his greatly acclaimed book “Travels" which was both a travel book and a record of the nature he explored through the southeast.   In 1803 on the request of the third president of the United States, Thomas Jefferson, he joined the legendary explorers Lewis and Clark as a botanist on their expedition to the Louisiana Territory. 

[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3f/William_Bartram01.jpg]When his father, John Bartram died he left his famous botanical garden to William’s brother. Based on the garden, the two brothers went into business together to create the first plant nursery and plant catalog. Thomas Jefferson was one of their first customers, who bought many plants for Monticello. They were in visited In 1784 by the Continental Congress who specially adjourned a session in order to visit the world renowned gardens and nursery. 

William Bartram had explored more of America than any of his contemporary scientists. He had also studied the American Indians and sharing their love of nature he befriended the Cherokee nation and Seminole tribe who named him Puc-puggee (the flower hunter). 
In 1823 William died peacefully walking through his much loved botanical garden.  
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