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Benjamin Franklin, one of the most famous and creative Americans of all times, was in born in 1706, in Boston to candle makers. Franklin was the 15th of 17 children. He only received two years of formal schooling and when he was 12 years old his father made him sign a contract to work for his older brother, a printer, for nine years. Eventually he ran away to Boston and started his own successful printing business and newspaper.
[image: http://www.baconbabble.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/ben_franklin_key1.jpg]Franklin was an innovator in every field and his list of achievements include starting the first library in America, the first volunteer fire department in Philadelphia, the first hospital in Pennsylvania, a working postal system and founding the University of Pennsylvania. As well as being a respected statesman, helping write the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States, he tirelessly worked to put an end to slavery. 
His inventions included bifocal glasses, the Franklin stove and lightening rod. He did not patent most of his inventions, believing that more people could benefit from them that way. Despite having had only two years of formal schooling, in recognition of his achievements, he was awarded honorary degrees from Harvard and Yale. 
Benjamin Franklin was fascinated by lightening and believed it to be a natural electrical current. He performed a series of experiments to discover how electricity could be harnessed from lightning. At first he planned to climb to the top of a Philadelphia Church spire on a stormy day, but instead he opted for a mobile and probably safer solution – a child’s kite. He attached a metal key to the string of the kite to conduct the electricity. To avoid having everyone laugh at him, Franklin performed his experiment in secret, on an overcast day, in a field in Philadelphia. At first nothing happened, but just as he was about to give up, he noticed the threads of the kite were standing erect. When he touched the metal key on the string he received a minor electric shock. 
[image: http://www.ushistory.org/franklin/info/images/rod.jpg]Unknown to Franklin, he hadn’t been the first to conduct this experiment, some Frenchmen had performed something similar a month previously, but Franklin took the next step and used this discovery to invent the first ever lightning rod. The lightening rod was used to protect people’s homes from being destroyed by lightning. He attached his first lightning rods to his own house and whenever there was lightening and electricity was attracted and sparks would light up the house. 
Franklin’s discoveries  created many of the terms that we use to talk about electricity today, including battery, conductor, condenser, charge, discharge, uncharged, negative, minus, plus and electric shock. 
  Benjamin Franklin died peacefully in his sleep in 1790 aged 84. His funeral in Philadelphia was attended by 20,000 people, the largest group of mourners ever know. 
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