[image: http://www.rarelibrary.com/authorimages/darwin.jpg]Charles Darwin was born in 1809 at Shrewsbury, Shropshire, England. His family was both wealthy and well known. One grandfather was the famous scientist Erasmus Darwin, and the other the famous pottery maker Josiah Wedgwood. 
Whilst growing up Darwin didn’t take his studies too seriously, but once he was at Cambridge University he discovered his fascination with collecting plants and insects. 
When he was 22 Darwin was able to get an unpaid job as a naturalist collector on a five-year scientific expedition which visited the Galápagos and Cape Verde Islands, Brazil, Argentina, Chile and the South Pacific. During his adventures he saw how diverse a single species of plant, animal or bird could be. It was on this journey that he started to realize that a species was not fixed and could evolve and change. 
Darwin believed that a species could only survive as long as it found the right food and was able to fight for it. It was at this time that he started to form his theory of the evolution of species. 
On his return he became well known for his work and he was made secretary of the Geological Society (1838-41) and in January 1839 he was elected to membership of the Royal Society. That same year he also married his cousin Emma Wedgewood with whom he would have 10 children. Luckily for Darwin, because of his family’s wealth he was able to devote all his free time to science. He lived in the country where he collected and examined different species and interbred various animals, plants and insects. 
Eventually Darwin presented his theory of the evolutionary origin of species to the world, but at first no one paid very much attention. Scientists had been arguing for a long time that species change over time. 
The difference with Darwin’s theory was that he argued that species change because there is a constant struggle for survival, where only the fittest can get enough food and reproduce. As the successful species reproduces, their offspring become better at adapting. This theory challenged everything that society believed about God and man. From this Darwin published his most famous work: On the Origin of the Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured races in the Struggle for Life, in 1859. His book challenged the version of creation found in the Book of Genesis. In fact, it sparked so much interest it sold out on the first day.
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Many scientists started to support Darwin's theory of the evolutionary origin of species, and even began to suggest that humans themselves must have evolved from something else. Darwin wrote more books, one of which famously suggested that man had evolved from a species from the same group as the orang-utan, chimpanzee, and gorilla. This theory caused huge controversy and was found to be very offensive to religious beliefs held by many people.
Darwin died in 1882 having been ill for a very long time; some believe it was caused by a disease he’d caught from an insect bite on his very first expedition. He was honoured with a very grand funeral, attended by dignitaries and scientists from all around the world. Darwin is buried in Westminster Abbey. 
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