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Monroe County has
tentatively agreed to a
$1.9 million settlement af-
terbeingsuedbyawoman
who was hit by a county
snowplow in January of

2011.
Jill Klimasewski of

Mendon,whowas55at the
time, was hit by the snow-
plowafter she pulled over
to help another motorist
who had been in a crash in
Mendon. She was pinned
between two vehicles.

The driver, Craig Hus-
ton, was ticketed for
speed“not reasonableand
prudent under the condi-
tions,” according to news
reports.

The lawsuit was filed
last year. TheCountyLeg-
islature must approve the

settlement, and it is ex-
pected to be taken up in
theWays andMeansCom-
mittee Wednesday. Mat-
ters such as these are usu-
ally discussed in execu-
tive session, which is not
open to the public.

In the lawsuit, attorney
Stephen Schwarz argued
the county was liable be-
cause itwasacountyvehi-

cle and employee, and the
employee was negligent.
Klimasewski‘s current
conditionwasnot immedi-
ately available, but the
court documents de-
scribed her injuries as
“extremely severe.”

Monroe County Execu-
tive Maggie Brooks
signed the recommenda-
tion to the Legislature

that the county pay the
settlement out of the Risk
Management Fund.

A spokesman for the
county said he could not
comment on legal mat-
ters. The attorney for the
plaintiff could not imme-
diately be reached.
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Snowplow settlement reached
County to pay $1.9M to woman
Jessica Alaimo
Staff writer

Warren Chase of Pen-
field plays the same Lotto
numbers every week, be-
cause with his luck, he
said, the week he didn’t
would be the week those
numbers came up win-
ners.

The strategy worked
for Chase on June 29, and
on Tuesday, New York

state Lottery hostess
Gretchen Dizer handed
himapayout ofmore than
$2 million, which he is
sharing with his wife,
Joan, and their daughter,
Darcy Frisina of Ithaca.

“I said ‘holy crap,’ and
toldWarrenhe is the luck-
iest guy around,” Joan
Chase said.

Chase, 69, split a $10.7
million jackpot with a re-
cent college graduate

from the Bronx. A retired
sales manager for Lake
Beverages, he routinely
buys tickets from Bay-
towne Liquor in Webster
everyTuesday andThurs-
day. He opted to take his
$5.35millionwinnings ina
lump sum of $3.4 million,
whichrepresents thecash
value of the jackpot annu-
ity.After taxes, the family
received $2.2 million.

Chase and his wife did

not tell their daughter
about the lotterywin until
they could meet face to
faceoverdinner inIthaca.
Whentheymet,Chaseand
his wife told their daugh-
ter they were giving her
25 percent of the win-
nings.

“We were having din-
ner and before we left we
told (her) that we had
somethingto tell (her)and
shegot the surprise of her

life,” Warren Chase said.
Frisina said she

thought her parents were
going to tell her one of
them was sick. Instead,
her gift after taxes is a
check for $560,000.

“They were just so
strangeabout it,” shesaid.
“I believed them, but it
didn’t seem real.”

Themoney,Chase said,
will beused inpart to fund
a renovation of his home

in Penfield.
Peter Nowak, owner of

Baytowne Liquor, said it
was a lucky day at the
store because he sold
three winning tickets on
the day Chase purchased
his.

“We had a $5,000 win-
ner and a $600 winner all
on the same day,” he said.
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Penfield family pockets share of $10.7M jackpot
Jeffrey Blackwell
Staff writer

Prosecutors allege that
the driver of the vehicle
that in 2011crossed a field
and struck two children,
killing one, shouldn’t have
gotten behind the wheel
given his medical history.

A Monroe County
Court jury Tuesday after-
noon heard opening state-
ments in the trialofJames
Bradley,53,whoonMay9,
2011, drove his sport util-
ity vehicle through a field
near School 33 in Roches-
terandstruckSahmirWil-
liams, 7, and Kaili Garcia
who'd been playing out-
side with other children.

Sahmir died and Kaili,

then 8, was seriously in-
jured.

Bradleywas overtired,
had a history of seizures
and,AssistantDistrictAt-
torney Perry Duckles
said, evidence will show
that he had marijuana in
his system. He was also
injured in the crash.

“Thiswasnoaccident,”
said Duckles, who is pros-
ecuting the case. “It’s not
as simple as driving down
the road. This is a case
about what James Brad-
ley knew.”

Rich Murajda, who is
representing Bradley
with defense lawyer
Amanda Conner, said evi-
dence will show that
Bradley had a seizure

while driv-
ing west on
Bay Road
that after-
noon. His
SUV drifted
into oncom-
ing traffic,
nearly
struck an-
other car

and came to rest against a
curb.

Murajda said another
driver attempted to take
thekeysfromhisSUVand
to communicate with
Bradley, who didn’t re-
spond.

Julius Lawson, 52, who
witnessed the incident af-
ter he left a nearby conve-
nience store, testified

Thecrash—havingoc-
curred on a presumed
safe haven of a school-
yard— affected people in
theschoolcommunityand
across Monroe County.

Bradley is facing
charges of second-degree
manslaughter and sec-
ond-degree assault, both
felonies, and driving un-
der the influence of mari-
juana, a misdemeanor.
His jury trial is expected
to last about two weeks in
front of County Court
Judge Vincent Dinolfo.

Testimony will resume
Wednesday.
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happen.”
Lawson said he saw the

SUV strike children near
abaseball fieldandanear-
by bench.

“Iwas too late,” he said
and shook his head. “I
turned back around and
ran back to the 7-Eleven
and told them to call 911.”

Police said the SUV
continued through a met-
al fence, struck a parked
minivan and flipped over
in the parking lot of the
Thomas Ryan Communi-
ty Center.

Duckles argued that
Bradley acted recklessly
when he chose to drive
that day. Murajda called
the crash “a tragic acci-
dent.”

Tuesday
that follow-
ing a near-
collision on
Bay Street,
he saw the
two drivers
argue and
Bradley
“wailing his
hands”

while still in his SUV,
which was lodged against
a curb.

The engine revved and
the SUV took off across
the field, he said.

“I take off running,
screaming for kids to get
out of the way,” Lawson
said. “The playground
was full of kids ... I knew
something was going to

Opening statements given as Bradley trial begins
Victoria E. Freile
Staff writer

James
Bradley

Sahmir
Williams

There are eight black
female candidates run-
ning for local office in
Rochester this year, a
record.

“The sistas are run-
ning,” Martha Hope,
president of the Roches-
ter Genesee Valley Club
of the National Associa-
tion of Negro Business
and Professional Wom-
en’s club, exclaimed at a
‘The Sistas R Running’
candidate forum Tues-
day night,where all eight
came to share their sto-
ries and views on the is-
sues. The forumwasheld
at the Aenon Missionary
Baptist Church.

“When we think about
where we’ve been, and
where we’re going, we
have eight black women
running for leadership
who are willing to stand
up and make things that
are comfortable for ev-
eryone,” Hope said.

Candidates appearing
were Lovely Warren,
who is running for may-
or, and Caroline Morri-
son, who is running for
city court judge. There
were two city council
candidates, Ann Lewis
and Loretta Scott; and
four school board candi-
dates, Candice Lucas,
Cynthia Elliott, Mia Hod-
gins and Lori Thomas.
Hodgins is a Republican,
Thomas a member of the
Green Party, and the rest
are Democrats.

Audience questions
largely concerned eco-
nomic development in
poor neighborhoods, the
plight of the school sys-

tem, and concerns over
crimeand the justice sys-
tem.

“It’s a benchmark
year with so many black
women running for of-
fice,” Hodgins said.
“While this is a reason to
celebrate, it shouldnotbe
uncommon.We should be
seeing more black wom-
en, andminorities in gen-
eral, running for office
because we are a large
segment of the popula-
tion here in this city.”

As the candidates
gave their opening state-
ments to the packed
churchbasementonGen-
esee Street, they drew on
personal experience to
relate to the struggles of
the black community.
They spoke of growing
up in poverty, running
away fromhomeandget-
ting into trouble as
youths.Theydrewonthis
to support their profes-
sional qualifications.

“I understandmanyof
the issues that people
whowould appear before
me face,” Morrison said.
“I myself was one of
those young people.”

The problems they
discussed Rochester
knows all too well — low
graduation rates, high
crime, a failing school
system, concentrated
pockets of poverty and
fewer opportunities for
black people.

“All of those affect
people in certain zip
codes. We need a mayor
that’sgoing to focusonall
of Rochester,” Warren
said.
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Black female
candidates
vie for office
Record number of 8
running in Rochester
Jessica Alaimo
Staff reports

The pier at Ontario
BeachParkplayedhost to
walkers, bikers and
young environmental sci-
entists Tuesday asmiddle
school students from Get
Real! Environmental Ac-
tion Camp spent the
morning testing the lake
water for bacteria.

University of Roches-
ter graduate students
studying biology and
chemistry led small
groups of local sixth- and
seventh- graders, who
made hypotheses about
water health at Ontario
Beach Park and learned
how to use equipment to
test thewater at different
points along the beach
and pier.

Hosted by UR’s War-
ner School for Education,
the week-long science
camp teaches the local
students about science
while acting as science-
education preparation
for the UR students.

Camp director Mi-
chael Occhino said he
hopes the campers gain
confidence in their future
science activities from
their experience at the
camp.

“This gets them en-
gaged in science and ex-
pands their horizons,”
said Occhino. “They
would not ordinarily
think of themselves as
scientists, but now
they’ve designed a ques-
tion and can answer it
themselves.”

Eight campers were
paired with eight gradu-
ate students at this year’s
camp. After huddling un-
der a park pavilion to

learn aboutwater testing,
UR students Andrea Po-
lanski and Alejandra Pe-
rez armed their campers
with cargo vests, roped
buckets and “Whirl-
paks”— or special water
testing baggies— as they
headed out onto the pier
to take water samples.

“I hope that they see
that science can be fun—
that it’snot justabunchof
knowledge put together
that doesn’t apply to real
life,” said Perez, whose
team was called “The
Healthy Lake Heroes.”

Giuseppe Gulino, 12,
said he was excited to
find out what kind of bac-
teria was in the water.

“We’re trying to get
this beach off the top of
the dirty beach list,” said
Giuseppe.

Ontario Beach Park is
often closed due to high
levels of bacteria in the
water coming from the
Genessee River. The
campers will test the wa-
ter collected Tuesday at a
UR lab during Wednes-
day’s day of camp.

Giuseppe said his fa-
vorite part of sciencewas

“making experiments,
doing this kind of thing.”
He wants to be an FBI
agent when he grows up,
he said.

“That way, I can use
science on dead bodies,”
he said.

Giuseppe and his fel-
low camper, Nautika
Crawford, 13, tested the
water on both sides of the
pier by lowering buckets
over the side, and then
collectingwater inWhirl-
paks and cuvettes, which
are small glass tubes that
canbe instantly testedfor
cloudiness in machines
called Datahubs.

Polanski said she

wants to show her camp-
ers what it’s like to con-
duct a real scientific in-
vestigation, instead of
just teaching them in a
classroom.

“They’re really plan-
ning and doing their own
investigation instead of
just sitting and talking,”
she said. “It’s more fun
and meaningful this
way.”

The camp wraps up on
Friday, and is part of the
larger Get Real! Science
program.
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UR grad students, kids
bond at science camp
Campers
learn with
experiments
Sarah Taddeo
Staff Writer

Graduate student Teresa Long, left, with Katelyn Doucet, 12, laugh as Isaiah Hepburn, 12,
gets a handful of algae with his water sample at Ontario Beach. The camp is put by on
the University of Rochester's Warner School of Education graduate students who are
studying to be science teachers. TINA YEE/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Katelyn
Doucet
records the
water
tempera-
ture as grad
student
Teresa Long
helps her.
TINA YEE STAFF

PHOTOGRAPHER
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